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ELOiiOR f A L 


Facing the Truth 
By L. Nelson Bell 


(Guest Editorial in The Asheville Citizen, 
August 19th, 1958) 


“Doctor, our country has gone to hell. What 
can be done about it? Is there a remedy?” 


These were the words of a prominent news- 
paper editor only this past week, and they 
expressed the sober evaluation of the national 
situation from a realistic, worldly viewpoint. 


America is entrapped in a situation largely 
of her own making. In 1932 we gave diplomatic 
recognition to Communist Russia. While we 
carried “In God We Trust” on our coins, we 
gave a status of equality to a nation which 
denies God and shakes its fist in His face. 


From that time our actions have contrived, 
unwittingly or otherwise, to further the interests 
of Communist expansion until today we stand 
face to face with an evil colossus which 1s 
actually dictating our own foreign policies while 
she continues to engulf the world in her own 
tyranny. 


With eyes wide open we adopted a program 
of dealing with international criminals and 
gangsters on a basis of equality, affording them 
a respectability and a platform for propaganda 
on the one hand while we have permitted our 
institutions, agencies and activities to become 
the objects of a satanically clever infiltration 
and subversion here at home, while at the same 
time other nations have even more rapidly been 
swept into the Communist orbit. 


So insidious and effective has been this work 
of subversion that even church courts have 
passed resolutions of “peaceful coexistence,” 
while institutions of learning, labor unions and 
multiplied “peace” and other organizations have 
carried on their work of softening up and per- 
version until today any concerted movement 
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to rectify the situation brings howls of anguish 
and an avalanche of accusations. These place 
patriots on the defensive and lead the unwary 
to a sense of false security. 


Russia does not have to fire one shot. She 
has already won the battle. We have taken the 
slow poison of evil association; of national in- 
solvency through deficit spending; of coun- 
tenancing and participating in sex delinquency 
through our literature, screen and art; and of 
being lovers of pleasure more than lovers of 
God. Already we have arrived at the state in 
much of our religious life where we have “a 
form of godliness but deny the power thereof.” 
This slow poison in national life and policy 
will inevitably take its deadly toll. 


Is there a way out of this dilemma? Is there 
an antidote for this poison? There is. But it 
is a compound dose, and many, living under 
the sedative of false philosophies and concepts 
of life, will reject the remedy. The answer is 
twofold: political and spiritual. 


Political 


There should be a clear-cut ultimatum to 
Russia, a statement that world peace demands 
her withdrawal of all personnel (army and 
civilian) from every country where their pres- 
ence bolsters Communist regimes, leaving each 
country to choose its own form of government 
and leaders. This would include Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Hungary, Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
East Germany, etc., etc. 


Furthermore, we should call the attention of 
the world to the fact that we have desired no 
nation’s territory or natural wealth, nor do we 
now, and that our one object is, and always 
has been, to maintain the freedom and freedoms 
of the peoples of the world. 


This ultimatum to Russia would carry with 
it the stipulation that unless she withdraws 
from these countries and at the same time stops 
her continued intrigues in and infiltration of 
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other nations, we will summarily withdraw dip- 
lomatic recognition and also demand her ex- 
pulsion from the United Nations; and in the 
event she refuses, we will, after a stipulated 
time, carry out this plan. 


At this time we should also announce to the 
world that henceforth our foreign policy shall 
be dictated by a clear objective of maintaining 
freedom and peace for other nations and that 
this end, not expediency, shall be the determin- 
ing factor. 


Spiritual 


The spiritual cure lies in an entirely different 
realm, with no reference to the government 
whatsoever. Here it is the church which must 
assume responsibility. 


Moral and spiritual dry rot is destroying our 
nation from within and the cure must be ef- 
fected within the heart of man. Pious resolu- 
tions, social panaceas and any solution which 
rests in the efforts and accomplishments of man 
are as ineffectual and hopeless as an attempt 
to raise ourselves by our boot straps. 


There must be a work of spiritual redemp- 
tion, of divine forgiveness and of supernatural 
transformation which comes solely through 
faith in and obedience to the atoning work of 
the eternal Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. 


There is a desperate need for a new type of 
preaching from many American pulpits, a re- 
turn to simple faith in and proclamation of 
the great truths revealed in Holy Scripture. Men 
hunger for the gospel, for a simple message of 
God’s redeeming power from sin and its conse- 
quences. Sophistication may have its place, but 
it is not in the Christian pulpit. Scholarship 
is most desirable, but it must be a scholarship 
dependent on the Holy Spirit and based on a 
reverential trust in God and His Word. 


With equal urgency there is needed consistent 
Christian living on the part of those who bear 
that name. For entirely too many, membership 
in a church is considered adequate and there 
is little understanding of the fact that Christian 
profession demands corresponding behavior. 
Faith in Christ as Saviour should always carry 
with it acceptance of Him as Lord of life. 


For too long the emphasis of the church has 
been on methods, programs and feverish activity 
in the arm of flesh. For too long matters of 


secondary importance have been given priority. 
We must have a renewed sense of our depend- 
ence on the Holy Spirit, a realization that it is 
not by might, nor by power, but by the presence 
and work of the Holy Spirit that the Lord’s 
work goes forward. 


In the years of decline in Israel and Judah, 
the prophets of old cried out against the sins 
and injustices of those days and warned that 
in them were the seeds of divine judgment and 
national destruction. At the same time they 
promised God’s forgiveness and healing if only 
they would repent and turn to Him. 


Preaching which is true to the Scriptures must 
include the fact of sin and judgment on the 
one hand, coupled with the offer of free pardon 
and salvation to those who accept God's prof- 
fered gift through His Son. Too many of our 
pulpits no longer offer such messages. God 
is described as a loving Santa Claus while His 
holiness and justice are ignored or denied. 


If the church is to discharge her obligation 
at such a time as this, there must be preached 
both warning and hope. 


Yes, there is a solution for our present 
dilemma, but it requires political fearlessness 
and honesty on the one hand and a church 
willing to return to her God-ordained task. 





Is Acts 13:39 Another 
RSV “Liberalism”? 


The other day in reading a Swiss Prayer 
Calendar I noted the RSV rendering of Acts 
13:39, thus: 


And by him every one that believes is freed 
from everything from which you could not 
be freed by the law of Moses. 


Now the Greek translated freed is from 
the verb dikaiow and is elsewhere rendered 
justified. Indeed, I find no support in the 
lexica for the translation freed, cf: Thayer, 
Bauer, A. & G., L. & S.. M. & M. These render 
an act of God’s judgment by which the believer 
is acquitted and treated as righteous, or by 
which he receives the Divine gift of righteous- 
ness. In Kittel, Acts 13.39 is treated by Schrenck 
as a present experience of the saving act of 
God justifying a sinner. Moreover, the for- 
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giveness of sin in the immediate context, vs 38 
requires the meaning justified in vs 39. The 
RSV does use the word justify in Romans and 
in Galatians, why the change to the looser 
word freed in Acts 13.39? Is this simply a free 
paraphrase, or is it a liberal effort to get away 
from the great biblical truth of justification, or 
at least to blunt its edges? In any case it fails 
to bring out the full meaning of the Greek verb. 


Other evidences of RSV liberalism are, of 
course, such things as, the omission of the word 
impute from the NT, likewise the omission 
of propitiation from the NT, the erroneous 
translation of Luke 1.34 by which the RSV 
gives an unwed mother whereas the Greek has 
a virgin mother, the erroneous rendering of 
psychikon as physical in I Cor 15 so as to 
create the impression that the resurrection body 
is to be non-physical, the translation of the 
centurion’s confession as “a son of God,” Mt. 
27.54, Mk. 15.38 whereas able NT Greek Schol- 
ars, E. C. Colwell, Bruce Metzgar, Charles 
Moule, hold that a predicate nominative is 
definite by position when it precedes the verb 
. . . as well as sundry places where it addresses 
Jesus by the human pronoun “you” when his 
deity is clearly in the context. 

—W.C.R. 





Liberalism Can Be Deadly 


Last week we said that orthodoxy can be 
deadly, for an unlovely thing appears when it 


becomes an end in itself rather than a means 
to an end. 


But a theological liberalism which rejects the 
complete reliability and authority of the holy 
Scriptures is also a deadly thing. 


Nothing has robbed the Church of her wit- 
ness so much as a low view of inspiration. Noth- 
ing has detracted so much from current preach- 
ing as this shift from an authority higher than 
man. Nothing has caused more needy souls to 
leave their pews on Sunday with a sense of 
emptiness and frustration as much as the sub- 


stitution of man’s opinions for divine affirma- 
tions. 


Theological liberalism is deadly because: 


The basis of authority shifts from divine 
revelation to human reason. Even where the 
Bible is said to “contain” the word of God, 
the discovery of what is asserted to be authentic 
depends on scholarship, deduction and human 
receptiveness. One man finds one part “in- 
spired,” while another finds that another por- 
tion “speaks.” “The concept of total inspiration, 
irrespective of man’s reaction, is rejected. 
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The inevitable corollary of this attitude to 
the Bible is 2 loss of conviction. A sense of 
authority, urgency and vital importance is there. 
by lost. Although the individual concerned may 
be unaware of it, those who come under such 
a ministry know that something is lacking. 


With such liberalism inevitably comes a shift 
in emphasis: symptoms are magnified while the 
underlying disease is ignored or minimized. The 
fact that Christ came to save sinners is lost 
in the emphasis that he came to make this 
world a better place in which to live. The 
biblically based-doctrines of sin, judgment, the 
new birth, eternal punishment, and so forth, 
are ignored or qualified, while corporate social 
righteousness is stressed. 


Such liberalism inevitably results in the loss 
of spiritual power. Just as Samson lost his 
physical prowess after having his head shorn, 
so too the theological liberal experiences a loss 
of spiritual power when he rejects divinely re- 
vealed truth and substitutes a Christ and a gos. 
pel foreign to the Scriptures. 


We say that the theological liberalism so 
described is deadly because it is based on re- 
jection of Christian truth revealed in the Scrip- 
tures and the substitution of ideas often com- 
pletely at variance with such truth. To reject 
the historical accuracy and the spiritual impli- 
cations of the Bible is to be “liberal” with that 
which we do not have the right to liberalize. 
It is one thing to interpret Scripture so that 
historical background, linguistic implications 
and significance of local customs and usages are 
clarified. But an “interpretation” which is 
actually a denial of clearly stated truths is no 
longer interpretation but presumption. 


If the Bible merely contains the word of God, 
mixed with inaccuracies, deliberate frauds, state- 
ments stemming from ignorance, pre-dated his- 
tory palmed off as prophetic truth, and thought- 
forms which actually mean the opposite of what 
they are intended to convey, then who will sort 
the true from the false? We are told that this 
must be left to the scholars. But it is discon- 
certing to find that the “assured findings” of 
scholars of yesterday have been replaced by 


other equally ‘ ‘assured” conclusions of a new 
generation. 


Not for one moment should Christians tol- 


erate anti-intellectualism. But a_ distinction 
must be made between a reverent scholarship, 
and that which sits in judgment on Scriptures, 
and magnifies rather than reconciles difficulties. 
That increasing numbers of scholars are shift- 
ing back to far more conservative conclusions 
is significant and encouraging. 

Theological liberalism is deadly when it as- 
sumes an attitude to the Scriptures at variance 
with that of our Lord and his disciples. A 
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study of the record shows that to them the Old 
Testament was authentic and authoritative. To 
say, as some do, that our Lord’s own under- 
standing was limited, is to assume a position 
utterly untenable to those who accept him as 
revealed in the Scriptures. 


Of course there are difficulties in the Bible. 
\ supernatural revelation transmitted through 
human instruments of varying personalities, na- 
tionalities and backgrounds inevitably poses 
problems. The amazing thing is the unity and 
continuity of the revelation, and a rejection of 
its truthfulness poses even greater difficulties 
for the theological liberal. His greatest dilemma 
is to be found in his own contradictions and the 
strange phenomena of an emerging philosophy 
which is at complete variance to that presented 
in Holy Writ. 


But the place where theological liberalism is 
most deadly is in the area of life and death 
itself. Face to face with man’s need of salva- 
tion and the fact that without Christ he is 
in spiritual darkness, dead and lost, what can 
one offer if the necessity of the new birth is 
debatable? What is there to offer if Christ did 
not die for his sins? What hope can be held 
out if the reality of sin and the judgment of 
God on unrepentant sinners are questioned? 


We deplore the philosophy of Christian Sci- 
ence which denies the reality of pain and suf- 
fering; but is that more serious than a denial 
of the clear affirmations of the Scriptures with 
reference to sin, righteousness and judgment 
to come? 


For instance, when liberal preaching stresses 
the fact that “God accepts man,” without at 
the same time making clear that this acceptance 
is based solely on the person and work of Christ, 
it is a deadly thing for it offers a false hope. 

Liberalism is a good word but in recent years 
it has earned connotations which have little in 
common with the original meaning. Where it 
means the exercise of Christian love and toler- 
ance in matters where men of equal piety may 
differ, it is good. Where it becomes a rallying 
point for ecclesiastical pressures or an intoler- 
ance of conservative Christians, it becomes a mis- 
nomer. Just as fundamentalism which is harsh, 
critical and unloving is a tragedy, so also is a 
liberalism which denies to others the liberty it 
espouses for itself. 


It has been said that the liberalism of today 
is the conservatism of tomorrow. Where the 
basic elements of the Christian faith have been 
rejected and faith in eternal verities has been 
superseded by adherence to the changing cur- 
rents of human speculation, liberalism is now 
and always has been deadly. 


These are days when, in a shaken and uncer- 
tain world, men need something they know will 
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never change. Theological liberalism offers tio 
such message. This is a plea for those who 
stand on the ramparts to give bread instead of 
a stone; lish instead of a serpent. 
—L.N.B. 
(From Christianity Today) 





The Compromise 


One of the sharpest tools in the devil’s kit 
is THE COMPROMISE. 


This is a day of compromises. We permit 
our children to do things that we would not do 
ourselves. Times have changed we say. 


To a football team a tie game is as disastrous 
to its championship hopes as a defeat. Com- 
promises are tie games, they are drawn battles 
and every one of them are defeats for us and 
victories for our adversary. The devil is satisfied 
with a compromise. In many cases he had 
rather have it than a victory for the effects are 
more subtle, more insidious, more far-reach- 
ing. And one compromise calls for another. 


You are invited to a party which you have 
reason to believe will be somewhat off color. 
You plead a previous engagement or make some 
other excuse. That’s COMPROMISE, and the 
devil has won a victory. He whispers to your 
friend who is giving the party that you, a Chris- 
tian, approve but really cannot come. Sup- 
pose you had told your friend why you wouldn’t 
come and expressed open disapproval? Perhaps 
the course of many lives might have been 
changed. 


Today there are too many drawn battles but 
what the cause of Christ needs is victories and 
when the stakes are human souls, can we afford 
to compromise? 


Beware of the COMPROMISE — take a 
stand — the Christian’s conscience will guide 
him right if he will listen. There is a thrill 
in a victory even though it involves pain and 


sacrifice — the proposition is either right or 
wrong. It cannot be half right or half wrong. 
—R.LeC. 





The Epistle of James 


Dr. C. I. Scofield described the Epistle of 
James the Just, Apostle of Jesus, as “The reality 
of faith tested by the tongue.” James set down 


certain obvious rules for Christians in what 
Weston called “The first Epistle to Christians.” 
Rule one was that if a man accepted the salva- 
tion of Christ his faith would produce works. 
A Christian would have a heart-warming de- 
sire to do something for Christ. James argued 
that faith without works is dead. Faith, not 
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works, saves, but works naturally will follow 
faith. “Be ye doers of the word and not hearers 
only.” 


Rule two was for Christians to bridle their 
tongues and James devoted a considerable part 
of his short letter to this subject. Somewhere, 
sometime, perhaps shortly before he wrote the 
great Epistle, the Apostle must have had an 
unpleasant experience. Maybe a follower of 
the Nazarene let slip some despicable remarks 
contrary to the proprieties. 


“Let everyone be slow to speak, slow to 
wrath,” he wrote, and, “If any man among 
you seem to be religious and bridleth not his 
tongue, this man’s religion is vain.” “Wisdom 
from above is just, pure, then peaceable.” 
James did not believe in church squabbles. And 
Paul wrote, “Be at peace among yourselves.” 
James said: “Speak not evil one of another, 
brethren. . . . Who art thou that judgest an- 
other?” 


This leaves no doubt that James had been 
offended by hearing one Christian severely criti- 
cize another Christian. He taught that such a 
deplorable incident is not in the spirit of our 
Lord and Saviour. He made it much stronger: 
“The tongue is a fire . . . and it is set on fire 
of hell . . . it is unruly, evil, full of deadly 
poison . . . where envy and strife is, there is 
confusion in every evil work . . . he that speak- 
est evil of his brother and judgest his brother 
speakest evil of the law and judgest the law 

. . who art thou that judgest another?” 


He doesn’t say, but if James was the victim of 
an unprovoked attack, you may rest assured 
that the first thing he did was to pray for the 
offender and we should likewise pray, may the 
Lord forgive those who offend or speak evil 
of us. Many Christians have found in this 
much-loved Epistle the answer to their own 
problems. 

—Ralph Brewer 





Missionaries 
or 
“Fraternal Workers” 


WASHINGTON — Christianity Today maga- 
zine has sharply criticized “fraternal worker” 
policy as suggestive of “a major retreat in mis- 
sionary strategy.” 


“ “Fraternal worker’ appeared rather unobtru- 
sively at first,” the magazine said in an editorial 
in its August 18th issue, “but the serious im- 
plications of the term have become more clearly 
reflected every day in certain reactionary trends 
in missionary emphasis.” 
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“Missions is being interpreted more as inter. 
church aid,” the editorial said, “ecumenism 
rather than evangelization; fellowship within 
the Christian community rather than the out. 
reach; consolidation rather than pioneering; 
subsidizing existing churches rather than found- 
ing new ones.” 


The editorial, titled “Whither ‘Ecumenical 
Mission,’ ”’ also said that “in most instances the 
‘fraternal worker’ policy has met with resistance 
from the missionaries on the field, and in some 
cases has been imposed by higher authority in 
the face of the contrary judgment and against 
the strong objections of the missionary body.” 


“No one will question the principle that mis- 
sions and missionaries should maintain the 
closest fraternal relationship with the churches 
which, in the providence of God have come 
into being as the result of their endeavor,” the 
editorial added. “Nevertheless, while acknowl- 
edging that partnership must characterize the 
attitude of the missionary, it is not in itself the 
goal of missionary endeavor.” 


The editorial asserted that “there are few 
countries in which Protestant missionaries are 
at work today where as many as 5 per cent of 
the people have been won to the Christian 
faith. Any philosophy of missions which diverts 
attention from this unfinished task and inter- 
prets our continuing role principally in terms 
of inter-church aid must be classified as a major 
retreat in missionary strategy.” 


How does the policy effect the missionary 
himself? Said the editorial: ‘““To most mission- 
aries the call to service abroad comes primarily 
in terms of the need of the unevangelized mil- 
lions . . . To find upon arrival on the field 
that they have lost the initiative in pursuing 
their missionary purpose and must accept an 
assignment within the ecclesiastical structure 
of some existing church group comes to them 
as a bitter and disappointing experience . 
Indigenous churches have not always been pre- 
pared for the responsibility of deploying fra- 
ternal workers in their program, and long 
periods of frustration have been experienced by 
some who have waited patiently for an assign- 
ment. Others have been given work for which 
they were not fitted. Some have found them- 
selves serving as assistants to national pastors 
in local parishes, occupied with the running 
of errands and with the details of a local pro- 
gram, while all around are the unreached towns 
and villages to which by every missionary im- 
pulse they feel called to minister. 


“It is not surprising that disappointment and 
heartache have been the lot of many, and that 
some, in disillusionment, have left the field 
and returned to their homes. It is a fact that 
in most instances the ‘fraternal worker’ policy 
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has met with resistance from the missionaries 
on the field, and in some cases has been imposed 
by higher authority in the fact of the contrary 
judgment and against the strong objections of 
the missionary body.” 


The magazine said, moreover, that the “fra- 
ternal worker”’ policy “is detrimental to the best 
interest of the national churches themselves.” 


“It introduces missionary personnel and money 
a second time into the structure of the indig- 
enous organization,” the editorial added. “Its 
effect, we believe, is radically to retard the de- 
velopment of the Church in self-support, self- 
government, and possibly in self-propagation. 
Indeed, these specific aims, long recognized in 
missionary circles as axioms of sound policy, 
have been formally deleted from their official 
statements of objectives by one or more mis- 
sionary boards which have adopted the ‘fra- 
ternal worker’ idea.” 


The editorial warned of two further dangers 
in the “fraternal worker” philosophy: “The dan- 
ger of dominating the church through influen- 
tial personnel and the material power that 
money represents” and the danger “of ‘spoiling’ 
or pampering the church, fostering within it 
a suppliant attitude, a disposition to lean upon 
help from abroad instead of growing through 
struggle into self-reliance and maturity.” 


A question raised by the Christianity Today 
editorial was whether “in this day of intense 
nationalism” the national churches can “escape 
the stigma of religious ‘colonialism’ as long as 
fraternal workers from abroad sit prominently 
in their councils, and budgets are replenished 
from year to year with liberal infusions of aid 
from abroad. What would happen to such 
churches, geared to a policy of subsidization, if 
political changes required the sudden and com- 
plete withdrawal of all outside help?” 


The editorial concluded: “We can say ‘fra- 
ternal worker’ instead of ‘missionary,’ and 
‘ecumenical mission’ instead of ‘missions’ if we 
like, but let us remember that we are talking 
about different things. What ‘ecumenical mis- 
sion’ will accomplish is not yet clear, but let 
us not forget that it was ‘missions,’ the business 
of being sent to the unevangelized, that fired 
the souls of the Apostles and turned the world 
upside down.” 
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We Are All Drys 


All of the vaunted talk about personal liberty 
in the use of intoxicating beverages utterly dis- 
regards both logic and morals. This should be 
clear to the member of the Christian church, 
for the moral phase of the drink problem is 
one of its inescapable aspects. Alcoholic liquor 
attacks first the higher and spiritual attributes 
and powers of the human soul. It lessens our 
inhibitions; it throws down our bars of self- 
restraint. It attacks the finest flowers of our 
spiritual development. It increases the author- 
ity of man’s body over his spirit. The liquor 
interests and the church of Christ are enemies. 


The Christian church has the greatest moral 
power of any organized force in the world. But 
it is not using it as it could. It is to the ever- 
lasting discredit of the church that the liquor 
trade is able to say, “Without the help of the 
church people our trade could never have been 
brought back to legal standing.” 


If every member of a Christian church would 
adhere to the policy of drinking no alcoholic 
beverage, or refusing to sell it, advertise it, 
rent a building for it, trade at any store where 
it is sold, or act as attorney for it, the trade 
would throw up its hands in despair. If every 
church member would refuse to vote for any 
candidate for any office who would not promise 
to do all in his jurisdiction to destroy this mon- 
strous evil, the trade, both legal and illegal, 
would soon disappear. 


When will the church of Christ in all its 
branches refuse to be a partner in this unholy 
traffic? From the time its wicked product issues 
from the coiled worm in the distillery, until it 
empties into a hell of crime, dishonor, and death, 
misery and poverty and remorse mark its course. 
The abolition of the trade is demanded. 


The man in the automobile may be opposed 
to prohibition, but he will instantly discharge 
a drinking chauffeur. The train may be crowd- 
ed with delegates to a convention of distillers, 
but they would mob the engineer who would 
take a drink while drawing them. The indus- 
trial magnate may talk critically of sumptuary 
laws, but he applies them like a despot to the 
man who watches over the driving power of 
his vast establishment. When safety or life or 
property is involved, we are all dry. 


—The Free Methodist 
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The Reformed Doctrine of Imputation 


by the Rev. Floyd E. Hamilton 


This message was delivered at Weaverville, N. 


Wednesday, 


August 20, 1958, on the Program oj 


the Conference on Reformed Theological Thought sponsored by The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Other addresses delivered at that time will be printed in future issues of the Journal—H.B.D. 


The English words “imputation,” and “im- 
pute,” are used very seldom in Scripture. But 
the thing represented by these words is taught 
everywhere in Scripture wherever this subject 
is discussed. The word “to impute” really 
means “to attribute to, or to ascribe to, or 
to put to the account of” another individual 
some particular quality. God, for example, at- 
tributes righteousness to those who believe in 
Jesus Christ. They may or may not be righteous, 
but that is entirely beside the point. God declares 
them to be righteous. In the same way God 
puts the guilt of the sins of his people upon 
Jesus Christ, the sin-bearer. Then God declares 
the natural descendants of Adam to be sinners. 
It is not a question as to whether they have 
committed sins or not, for even an infant who 
is born as a descendant of Adam is declared to 
be a sinner before he ever commits a sin him- 
self. The guilt of the first sin of Adam is 
imputed to this individual. 


It may well be that many of you do not 
understand the meaning of the term “imputa- 
tion.” I am reminded of the time while I 


was out in Korea before World War II, teach- 
ing a class in Bible, the Book of Romans, to a 
class in the Union Christian College in Pyeng- 
yang, Korea, the present North Korean capital. 
For several weeks I had been trying to explain 
to the class the meaning of “imputation.’”” Then 
one day the face of one young man suddenly 
lit up and he said, “So that is the meaning of 
imputation!” Apparently all that I had said up 
to that point had gone in one ear and out the 
other! 


This word “imputation” is a theological word, 
and if you do not happen to understand its 
meaning you need not be embarrassed at all. 
By the word “impute,” we mean to declare 
something to be something else. For example, 
when we say that Christ’s righteousness is im- 
puted to believers, we mean that although be- 
lievers do not have the actual quality of the 
righteousness of Christ, God considers them to 
have it, because the merit of Christ’s obedience 
in his sinless life and sacrificial death, is put 
to the account of those who put their faith 
in Jesus Christ. Likewise, when we say that 
the guilt of Adam’s first sin is imputed to his 
descendants, we mean that God looks upon all 
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who are descendants of Adam as being sinners 
before they ever commit a sin themselves. Wi 
will discuss the justice of this a little later, bu 
now I am concerned to help you clearly under. 
stand the meaning of the term itself. Wi 
mean that God declares a person to be some. 
thing. In the case of believers, God declares 
them to be righteous, whether they are righteou 
or not, because of what Christ has done for 
them. 


In the case of the sin of Adam, or rather 
the guilt of Adam’s sin, it means that God 
declares that all the descendants of Adam are 
to be regarded as sinners because of what 
Adam did in the first sin in the Garden of 
Eden, when he disobeyed God the first time. 
It is the guilt of that sin that is imputed to 
the race. In the same way it is Christ’s right- 
eousness that is imputed to those who are God's 
children. 


There are three uses of the term imputation 
that concern us here. First there is the imputa- 
tion of Adam’s first sin to the human race. 
Second there is the imputation of the sins of 
God’s elect children to Christ. This is shown 
in I Peter 2:24, where it is stated, “Who, his 
own self bear our sins in his own body upon 
the tree, that we, having died to sin, might live 
unto righteousness. By whose stripes we are 
healed.” Again, in II Corinthians 5:21 we 
read, “Him who knew no sin, he made to be 
sin in our behalf, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in him.” Then again, 
in Galatians 3:13, where it is stated, “Christ 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, having 
become a curse for us, for it is written, cursed 
is everyone that hangeth on a tree.” 


Now in these passages, Christ is made the 
substitute for all those who are God’s children, 
those who are saved. The curse is put upon 
him, that ought to rest on God’s children. In 
other words it is imputed to Christ. This is 
especially clear in II Cor. 5:21, where the sin- 
less One is regarded as a sinner in our place. 

Third, the imputation of Christ’s righteous- 
ness and his passive obedience is put upon all 
those who are saved. God does not actually 
make men sinners when he imputes Adam’s sin 
to them. He does not actually make Christ a 
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sinner when he imputes the sins of God's elect 


children to Christ. Nor does he actually infuse 
righteousness into those who are saved when 
God imputes the righteousness of Christ to 
them. As you will later see, Adam’s nature 
became corrupt as a result of the imputation 
of his first sin to him and to the race after him, 
and the natures of all Adam’s descendants 
became corrupt and sinful. As a result of the 


' imputation of Christ’s righteousness to those 
» who are saved, the Holy Spirit gradually sancti- 
} fies and makes them holy and righteous. But 


) Christ sinful. 


the imputation of our sins to Christ never made 
In the three cases, however, im- 


} putation has the same meaning, namely the 
judicial reckoning of the qualities mentioned to 


ms 


ena piire «7 


'in Romans 4:6-9. 
' David describeth the 


the account of the one or the ones concerned. 


The meaning of the word “impute” is found 
Here it is stated, “Even as 
blessedness of the man 


> unto whom God imputeth righteousness with- 


> out works.” 
» “Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will 
) not impute sin.” The same thought is found 
in verse 9, “Cometh this blessedness then upon 


| cision also? 


And then Paul goes on to say, 


the circumcision only, or upon the uncircum- 
For we say that faith was reckoned 
to Abraham for righteousness.” The word 
“reckon” used here is the same Greek word 
as “impute.” We might say, “Faith was imputed 
to Abraham for righteousness,” though actually 
it was Christ’s righteousness received by faith 
that was imputed to Abraham. Now notice that 
Abraham is declared by God to be righteous, 
in spite of the fact that he was not circumcized, 
had no knowledge of the Law of Moses given 
long afterward, and in spite of the fact that 
he was himself a sinner. His faith was of course 
a gift from God, but notice that Abraham was 
declared to be righteous in the sight of God in 
spite of the fact that he was a sinner. As in 
the case of all the Old Testament saints, who 
were saved, Abraham was saved by having the 
merit of Christ’s work imputed to him and re- 
ceived by faith. 


Notice that the word “impute” is used both 
for imputing righteousness and imputing sin. 
In both instances the meaning is “to declare, 
to ascribe to, or to adjudge” something to be 
something else. Righteousness is imputed, 
though it is actually not present, while sin is 
said not to be imputed, though in this case it 
is actually present. Thus we see that the presence 
or absence of the quality in question, has no 
bearing on the meaning of the word “impute.” 
Whether the man to whom righteousness is 
imputed is actually righteous or not, makes 
no difference as far as imputation is concerned. 
Nor does it make any difference when the Lord 
does not impute sin to a man, whether the man 
is a sinner or not. In the case not imputing sin, 
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it means that the sin is not charged to his ac- 
count. The Lord regards him as though he 
were not a sinner, though he is one. In the 
case of the imputing of righteousness it means 
that though Abraham was not actually righteous 
the Lord regarded him as righteous. 


In the Old Testament, in Psalm 32:2, “Blessed 
is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not 
iniquity,” the passage is quoted in Romans 4:6. 
It means that the man who escapes from the 
imputation of the guilt of Adam’s sin or the 
imputation of his own sin, is blessed. But how 
can he escape from the imputation of Adam’s 
sin? This is answered in II Corinthians 5:19, 
“To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them.” This means that God 
treated the men of faith in the Old Testament 
as being in Christ, long before Christ appeared 
on the earth. In other words, Christ’s righteous- 
ness was imputed to Old Testament saints and 
received by faith, even as we now are recipients 
of that same imputation of Christ’s righteous- 
ness. God treats both Old Testament saints 
and New Testament saints (and of course all 
true Christians are saints) as though they had 
no sins or trespasses, though they are in fact 
sinners. 


Another use of the word “imputed” is found 
in Romans 5:13: “For until the law, sin was 
in the world, but sin is not imputed when 
there is no law.” Paul is talking about the law 
of Moses and is saying that of course the sin 
of breaking the Mosaic Laws was not charged 
against the people between Adam and Moses 
because the law had not yet been given. Though 
they were still sinners, law-breaking was not 
imputed to them because there was no law to 
break. How then were they sinners? The an- 
swer is that they were sinners because Adam’s 
sin was imputed to them! 


In the passage Romans 5:12-21, Paul is dis- 
cussing the similarity of the situation in the 
world after the first sin of Adam, with the 
situation of those who put their faith and trust 
in Jesus Christ. He says, “For as through one 
man sin entered into the world, and death 
through sin, and so death passed unto all men, 
for that all sinned.” Now we ask, what was 
the reason death, the penalty for sin, passed 
to all men, if they were not treated as law- 
breakers? 


There are just three possibilities. Either death 
comes to all men as a punishment for their 
own sins, (but this cannot be the reason for 
death comes to some infants who have no 
sins of their own); or, in the second place, 
death comes to the race because we have in- 
herited sinful, corrupt natures from Adam 
(which of course we all have). However Paul 





PAGE 9 








later on says we get the righteousness of Christ 
in the same manner as we received sin from 
Adam. But we do not get righteousness as an 
inheritance from Christ, for Christ had no 
racial descendants, so, if the analogy is what 
Paul says it is, death does not come to men 
because they have inherited sinful, corrupt na- 
tures from Adam. 


There remains only one possibility, the true 
explanation. Death comes to all men because 
they are regarded as sinners, or in other words, 
because the guilt of Adam’s first sin is imputed 
to them. They have been judicially declared 
by God to be sinners and therefore subject 
to death, the penalty for sin. Of course the 
grace of God was given to those whom God 
saved, by imputing the righteousness of Christ 
to them, but all deserved to suffer eternal death 
instead of part of the penalty, physical death. 


In Romans 5:14 Paul goes on to say, “Never- 
theless death reigned from Adam until Moses, 
even over them that had not sinned after the 
likeness of Adam’s transgression, who is the 
figure of him that was to come.” Of course 
Jesus Christ was the one who was to come. 
Paul is saying there that though there was no 
Mosaic Law before Moses’ time, the fact that 
death came to all proves that the guilt of Adam’s 
sin was imputed to them and therefore they 
were treated by God as sinners and given the 
penalty for sin, death. 


In verse 19 Paul declares, “For as through the 
one man’s disobedience the many were made 
sinners, so through the obedience of the one 
shall the many be made righteous.” In_ this 
passage it is clearly declared that Jesus Christ 
by his acts of obedience to God, renders all 
those who put their trust in him, righteous. 
This cannot be by inheritance, so it must be 
by the judicial act of God attributing the merit 
of Christ’s life and death to believers. It is 
also said that in just the same way, through 
one man’s disobedience, namely Adam’s dis- 
obedience, all the descendants of Adam, the 
many, were made sinners, that is, they were 
declared to be sinners. They became sinners 
of course as they grew up, but before they ever 
committed a sin they were declared to be sin- 


ners because of the sin of Adam imputed to 
them. 


In this comparison in Romans 5:12-21 we 
have the meaning of imputation clearly spelled 
out for us almost in words of one syllable. We 
are declared to be righteous when we believe 
in Christ because God clothes us with the right- 
eousness of Christ as with a garment. God looks 
upon us, when we are clothed with Christ's 
righteousness, as being sinless, in spite of the 
fact that we are still sinners. In the case of 
Adam the situation was similar. The descend- 
ants of Adam were declared by God judicially 
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to be guilty because of the guilt of their cham. 
pion, Adam. The guilt of his sin of disobedi. 
ence in eating the forbidden fruit, is imputed 
to his descendants. It was not the other sinfy] 
acts of Adam that are imputed to us, but only 
his first disobedience, where he acted as our 
representative. That is what we mean by the 
federal headship of Adam. He was our repre. 
sentative. He stood before God as a champion 
for all those who were to follow him as his 
descendants by natural generation. Every sin- 
gle member of the human race had him as 
his champion. If Adam had perfectly obeyed 
God he would have earned eternal life for 
his descendants. Instead of obeying God he 
disobeyed him and as our federal representative, 
we all sinned in him. God thus declares every 
one to be a sinner. 


Now a great many people declare that it 
wasn’t fair to declare all men to be sinners 
because of what Adam did. We had no choice 
when he was made our representative. We did 
not elect him. When Adam was put on proba- 
tion we had nothing to do with it. Why 
should a just God declare that we are guilty 
because of something Adam did in the Garden 
of Eden? Thus runs the objection. 


Now it may be that someone would think 
that the situation would have been better if 
instead of making Adam our federal representa- 
tive, God had said something like this: “You 
may have the choice of accepting Adam as your 
federal representative, as your champion, and 
if he keeps the commandment perfectly, he 
can earn eternal life for you, but if he sins, 
then you will all be treated as sinners. Or, 
if you do not like that, you may yourself stand 
before God, in your own strength, and can 
obey or disobey all the commandments of God. 
But if you disobey one single commandment, 
then you will suffer eternal death.” 


Now think for a moment just what such a 
situation would be. Do you think that you 
could be born as a helpless babe, grow up in 
a home where your parents both committed 
sins, surrounded by sinful environments, even 
before you reached the age of accountability 
or could commit sins yourself; do you think 
you could live a life of sinlessness under such 
conditions? Do you think that you would have 
a better chance of living a righteous life than 
Adam had? If you did not know in advance 
that Adam would sin, would you not rather 
have as your champion a sinless man, in perfect 
surroundings, created in the full vigor of his 
manhood, with no corruption of his nature, and 
no taint of sin in his heart to lead him to 
yield to temptations? Would you rather not 
have such a being as your champion than to 
run all the risks for yourself? I don’t know 
what you would do, but I would rather a 
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thousand times have Adam as my champion if 
I did not know in advance that he would sin! 
[| think anyone, under such conditions, with- 
out knowing what would happen to Adam 
would quickly say, “I want Adam, the perfect 
man, in a perfect environment, with nothing 
of evil anywhere about him, to be my cham- 
pion! If anyone could keep God's law _per- 
fectly then certainly he ought to be able to 
do that.” But don’t you see that is exactly 
what God did at the time? 


It was therefore not unjust of God to make 
Adam our representative and champion. When 
Adam sinned it was not unjust of God to im- 
pute his guilt to the race. If God had acted 
justly he could have sent us all to eternal death: 
for that is what we deserved. Instead of that, 
however, God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten son that whosover believeth 
in him should not perish but have everlasting 
life. Jesus Christ is the answer to the question 
about the justice of God in imputing sin 
to the race. God made Jesus Christ our cham- 
pion in place of Adam. He was the second 
Adam, under a second probation. Jesus Christ, 
though he was the omnipotent Second Person 
of the Holy Trinity, came into this world as 
a human being, tempted in all points like as 
we, yet without sin. He chose to live his earthly 
life within the bounds of human nature in 
order to deliver us from the bondage of sin. 
Living thus in full possession of omnipotent 
power, he chose never to use that power for 
his own benefit, but kept God’s law sinlessly, 
with human power alone. That was his active 
obedience. Then because he was the eternal 
Son of God, he could die a human death, but 
because he was truly God as well as truly man, 
the value of his atoning sacrifice was infinite, 
and the value of his death sufficient to save 
all mankind, though it was efficient only for 
God's elect. There is therefore no other name 
under heaven, given among men, whereby we 
must be saved. God imputes Christ’s righteous- 
ness to all those who put their trust in him 
alone. 


Now the imputation of Adam’s first sin to 
the human race is the reason the race became 
corrupt, and men began to sin for themselves. 
But the imputation of Adam’s first sin made the 
race guilty before God, before they ever sinned 
for themselves. That is what we mean by 
“original sin.” Original sin is the guilt of 
Adam’s first sin, the want of original righteous- 
ness, and the corruption of his whole nature, 

. together with all actual transgressions which 
proceed from it. Our corrupt nature is the 
source of all our individual sins, but we are 
guilty sinners before we sin, for Adam’s first 
sin imputed to us has made us guilty before 
God. Because we are thus filthy corruption 
of our natures has resulted. 
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Now in regard to the righteousness of Christ 
imputed to us, we are not made righteous by 
the imputation of Christ’s righteousness to us. 
God does not infuse Christ’s righteousness into 
us, to become the ground of our justification. 
Imputed righteousness, accepted by faith is the 
ground of our justification. But God does not 
leave us there. He sends his Holy Spirit to 
regenerate us and enable us to believe in 
Christ, and fills our hearts with the desire to 
love God and obey his commandments. Gradu- 
ally we put away sin and become more and 
more obedient to God. Gradually we become 
more holy until when we reach heaven we are 
made perfect in holiness. We have not only 
been born again and enabled to believe in 
Christ as Saviour, but after we become Chris- 
tians, after we have been justified by faith alone, 
the Holy Spirit begins to transform our lives 
and gradually make us truly righteous. 


Praise God that he imputes the righteous- 
ness of Christ to us. Praise God that he has 
imputed our sins to Christ, so that as our Sub- 
stitute he could earn salvation for us. But 
never forget that because Adam was our first 
champion and failed, we have his guilt imputed 
to us, so that we became corrupt and are born 
dead in sin. But praise God he did not leave 
us there, but so loved us that he gave His Son 
to die in our place on Calvary. Should we not 
give him our heart’s full love? 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 14 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Justice In Economic Life 


Background Scripture: 


Exodus 20:15; Leviticus 6:4; 25:35-38; Deuteronomy 25:13-16; Proverbs 11:1 


Amos 8:4-8; Luke 19:1-10; James 5:1-8; I Peter 4:7-11 


Devotional Reading: Micah 6:9-15 


The God of the Bible 
the universe and our Father in heaven, 


Scripture constantly 


cares for His creatures, is deeply concerned in their welfare. He 


is a very different God from the God of the Deist. Our God, the Ruler of 
is no 
set it going by natural laws and then takes no more interest in it. No! 


indifferent god who created the universe and 
the God revealed to us in 
is a God of 


Justice and Love and He expects us to be just and kind in our business and social dealings with 


each other. We are to be like Him in our 
treatment of others. He expects us to be just 
in our economic life as well as in other rela- 
tionships. There is so much material for a 
lesson like this that we can only treat each 
selection briefly. 


Our Devotional Reading from Micah strikes 
the keynote of the lesson. Wicked balances and 
deceitful weights will cause God’s wrath and 
punishment to fall on the guilty. It never pays 
in the long run to be dishonest. 


I. Honesty: Thou shalt not steal: Exodus 20:15. 


No matter where you go in the whole uni- 
verse of God, this command stares you in the 
face and you cannot get by it. Look up and 
read in our Catechism what they say about 
the application of these five words. There are 
sO many ways in which people steal. This 
command stands like a rock foundation beneath 
our economic world. It is the disregard of this 
command which upsets all business relation- 
ships. 


II. Restoration: “He shall restore’: Leviticus 6:4. 

One of the best signs of real repentance is 
the desire to restore what has been stolen. 
Under the law, when a man brought his sin 
offering there was also to be a restoring of 
that which had been stolen. When people are 
converted today they desire, as far as possible, 
to make good. They pay their debts and also 
interest on the debt. After a real revival people 
pay up what they owe, sometimes to the gov- 
ernment, and also to the storekeepers. Where 


we can we should make good what we have 
stolen from others. 


Ili. Treatment of the Poor: Leviticus 25:35-38. 


The poor constitute a large proportion of 
the world’s population. In our land the per- 


PAGE 12 





centage is small, but in countries like India 
and China it is very large, and in Eastern 
countries such as Palestine there were, and are, 
many who have “waxen poor.” In our selection 
we are told that “thou shalt relieve him; yea 
though he be a stranger or a sojourner.” Take 
no usury, or interest, from him, but help him 
generously, remembering the Lord who brought 
them out of Egypt. 


IV. Weights and Measures: 
Deuteronomy 25:13-16, Proverbs 11:1. 

Divers weights and measures were the means 
of cheating in trading or buying and selling. 
These two passages show us that God looks 
at even our smallest business transactions. He 
desires strict honesty. This applies to our large 
business transactions today as well as to the 
small trading of traveling merchants in Eastern 
countries. I wonder how God feels when He 
sees what goes on in our business world today! 
Where the merchant of Bible times cheated in a 
few pennies we cheat in billions of dollars. 
Business men make fortunes in various shady 
ways. Some of our recent investigations make 
us ashamed of our people who have cheated 
us out of millions of dollars. It is a national 
disgrace, and we wonder sometimes if old- 
fashioned honesty is gone from us entirely. 

V. Amos, the Prophets Amos 8:4-8. 

Economic justice was a favorite theme of 
practically all the prophets. These Old ‘Testa- 
ment preachers evidently had to deal with peo- 
ple who were guilty of terrible dishonesty, greed, 
oppression and all the evils of business life. 
Jews are known for sharpness in trade and 
seemed to be all very much akin to Jacob who 
was a trickster and cheater from his youth as 
we see from his dealings with Esau, with Isaac, 
and with others. 
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So, the Old Testament preachers had plenty 
to say about all of these economic evils. Turn 
to any of them and you will find that they spare 
no words in their message of condemnation. 
Note what Amos says in the selection for our 
study. He tells them that they swallow up 
the poor, long for the Sabbath to be gone that 
they may carry on their ordinary business, 
make the ephah small, and the shekel great 
and falsifying the balances by deceit, “that we 
may buy the poor for silver and the needy for 
a pair of shoes”; yea, and sell the refuse of 
the wheat. Surely I will never forget any of 
their works. 


I believe that the preachers of our day would 
do well to stress this theme of the Old Testa- 
ment prophets. The need for strict honesty is 
one of the crying needs of our generation. We 
can get plenty of texts from the Old Testament 
Prophets and they are as applicable and fresh 
as the news we read in the papers each morning. 


VI. Zacchaeus, the Rich Publican: Luke 19:1-10. 

In this rich publican we have an example of 
a dishonest man converted. Zacchaeus was a 
tax-collector and he was rich. These two things, 
and also what he said about restoration make 
it certain that like practicallv all the publicans 
he took advantage of his office to prey unon 
the people and collect all the money he could. 


His storv is one of the most dramatic and 
simple and interestine in the gospels. There 
was a stirring of soul in this man and he de- 
sired to see Tesus. The first work of the Spirit 
in a man’s soul is like a gentle breeze some- 
times. He wanted to see Tesus who He was. 
Is that not a marvelous beginning? It seems no 
more than curiosity and vet it was more. Being 
small of stature he climbed the tree to get a 
better view. 


Tesus knew all about Zacchaeus and, looking 
up. said. “come down for todav I must abide 
at thy house.” And he made haste and came 
down, and received him jovfully. What a 
simple meeting of a sinner and a Saviour! Some 
people obiect to a meeting like this and they 
said, that He had gone to be a guest of a man 
that is a sinner. There are objectors like this 
in our day. 


Now. notice the evidence of a changed heart 
and life as Zacchaeus stood and said unto the 
Lord: Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 
give to the poor; and if I have taken anything 
from any man by false accusation T restore him 
fourfold. Here is fine evidence of a man who 
has been “born again,” born of the Spirit. His 
faith and obedience make him a true child of 
Abraham. 


What would happen in our land if all who 
have cheated or defrauded their fellowmen were 
converted like Zacchaeus? There would be won- 
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derful evidence of the power of the Spirit. I 
expect there will be some scenes like this 
if the Billy Graham Crusade is successful in 
Charlotte. A genuine revival makes men hon- 
est and kind. They will restore what has been 
stolen and they will give to the poor. We need 
some of our men in public life to be converted 
even as Zacchaeus the publican. If they come 
to Jesus they may have the same experience. 


VII. Miseries of Wicked Rich People: 
James 5: 1-8. 

Remember that James is speaking of wicked 
rich men who have oppressed the poor; he is 
not talking about good rich people who use 
their money for the glory of God. David could 
not understand about the prosperity of wicked 
people, that they flourished like a green bay 
tree and seemed to have no troubles, until he 
went into the house of God and saw the end 
of the wicked. 


James describes their miseries. Their gold 
and silver is cankered and will eat their flesh 
like fire. Ye have lived in pleasure on the 
earth, and been wanton; they had condemned 
and killed the just. What an awful end will 
be theirs! 


When we think of all the injustice and dis- 
honesty and oppression and greed in the world 
we can realize to some degree what James is 
speaking of. Our God, the God of Justice, will 
mete out fitting punishment to all who have 
treated their fellowmen in this cruel and heart- 
less way. Their punishment is sure. 

VIII. Love and Stewardship: 1 Peter 4:7-11. 

Two simple, but essential things, will cure 
economic evils today as in Peter’s day: Love 
and sense of stewardship. If we love our fellow- 
men as we should we will not steal or oppress 
them. If we recognize that all we have in 
material possessions are but the gifts of God 
granted to us for our use; if we are good stew- 
ards of the manifold grace of God, we will be 
just and kind in using these gifts for the glory 
of God and good of others. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 14 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Make Up Your Own Mind 


Scripture: Luke 19:1-10 and I Thessalonians 5:21 


Suggested Hmns: 
“Stand Up For Jesus” 
“Trust and Obey” 
“What A Friend We Have In Jesus” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

Last week we looked at some of the tech- 
niques of modern advertising in order that we 
might have a better understanding of the forces 
which are brought to bear against our minds. 
We ought to be aware that much of the force 
of advertising is aimed at us as young people. 
The young people of America spend more than 
nine billion dollars every year. Much of this 
money goes for luxuries. It is really big busi- 
ness to mold the buying habits of American 
young people. 


As we observed last week, advertising is very 
effective in determining the way we think. It 
not only slants our minds to favor the thing 
advertised, but it often affects our whole out- 
look on life. We said last week that advertising 
seeks to make us believe that being comfortable, 
or attractive, or materially successful, or socially 
acceptable are among the most important goals 
of life. Advertisements not only influence our 
buying habits, but they seek to set our moral 
and spiritual standards. They do this not so 
much for our good as for commercial profit. 


We like to think of ourselves as being inde- 
pendent. More and more we want to make 
our own decisions. Less and less we like to 
have our parents tell us what to do. Our 
parents do have our best interests in mind 
when they make suggestions. If we are going 
to be independent of our parents, let us also 
be independent of the advertisers. Let us de- 
termine that they shall not control our thinking 
and dictate our ideals and goals in life. Let 
us make up our own minds. 


First Speaker: 


Our first responsibility in making up our 
minds is to establish our own ideals for living. 
What shall be our goal in life? Is it to be com- 
fortable, or materially successful, or socially ac- 
ceptable, or physically attractive? There is 
nothing wrong with comfort, success, and at- 
tractiveness as such, but are they not rather 
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low and cheap goals for one’s life? Is a Christian 
justified in accepting these as his main ideals? 
We feel sure that he is not. Our first concern 
ought to be the glory of God. The Bible speaks 
of certain men who believed in Jesus but re- 
fused to confess Him, “For they loved the praise 
of men more than the praise of God.” John 
12:43. Let us not yield to the urgings of adver- 
tisements to believe that the most important 
thing in the world is to please men. If we do 
make up our minds that it is more important 
to serve and please God than it is to win the 
praise of men, we shall find that we do not 
need advertisers to do our thinking for us. 


Second Speaker: 

Another obligation with regard to advertising 
is to know the facts. The laws of the land pre- 
vent advertisers from telling deliberate false- 
hoods. There are many conscientious adver- 
tisers who would tell the truth even if there 
were no laws requiring them to do so. As we 
discovered last week, however, there is much 
that is misleading in modern advertising. Many 
ideas are suggested which are not actually true. 
Many things are implied which are not said 
in so many words. We need to learn to read 
and to hear advertisements with a view to learn- 
ing the basic facts rather than the implications 
and suggestions. We must learn to separate the 
basic facts concerning a product from the words 
and pictures which appeal to our emotions. 
Advertising seeks to form our decisions for us, 
often on the basis of some unworthy motive. 
We must learn to make up our own minds on 
the basis of facts. Advertisers use propaganda 
because they have found that it helps business. 
If we as Christian young people would learn 
to make up our own minds and to resist propa- 
ganda, advertisers would be persuaded to stop 
using it and to stick to facts. 


Third Speaker: 

Still another responsibility with regard to 
making up our own minds is that we know 
ourselves. It is the purpose of the advertisers 
to influence us without our knowing it. They 
want to make up our minds for us while lead- 
ing us to believe that we have made our own 
decisions. This means that we need to do some 
careful self-examination. We need to ask God 
to give us an understanding of ourselves. We 
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need to be able to analyze the factors that 
influence our decisions and our thinking. In 
this respect we need to seek the mind of Christ 
—a mind of humility, of truth, and of trust. 
When we speak of making up our own minds, 
we mean that they must be influenced by the 
will of God. We seek to be independent of the 
influence of selfish men, but to be dependent 
on the leading of the Lord. 





Say, Teenagers! 
By Wade C. Smith 


Say, Teenagers, a man who is regarded by 
most people as the most successful business 
organizer in the world — one who, starting with 
small means, grew to be the richest man in 
America — in an address, speaking of the boys 
and girls of this generation, said, “These young 
people are new people, sent to this scene by 
Destiny to take our places. They come with 
new visions to fulfill, new powers to exploit. 

They will build their own new world, 
even as we built ours. If, however, you were 
keen to save time and suffering, there is some- 
thing to their advantage in gleaning the wis- 
dom their elders have won. The rung of the 
ladder that lifts one is not to be spurned.” 


This is frank talk to you teenagers, and it 
would be a wonderful thing if it could be 
taken to heart by every boy and girl. I would 
substitute only one word in that statement. In 
place of “Destiny” I would put God. Destiny 
does not send boys and girls anywhere, but God 
does. And there is no doubt God has sent you 
teenagers into this period of the world’s history 
to train for carrying forward the world when 
the present leaders must lay down the burden. 
The great business man was wise in saying, 
in effect, that if the youth of today were keen 
to avoid suffering and loss of time they would 
glean from the wisdom and experience of their 
elders. 


King Rehoboam’s fatal mistake was in scorn- 
ing the advice of those old counsellors, and 
instead, following the hot-blooded and erratic 
counsel of the young sports who hung around 
courting his favor. If the young king had 
paused and taken down his father Solomon’s 
well-worn diary he would have found this 
proverb to ponder: “A wise man feareth and 
darteth from evil; but the fool rageth and is 
confident” (Prov. 14:16), and he might have 
saved himself the chagrin of bringing down the 
crash of his kingdom about his own head. But, 
no, Rehoboam was like a man talking in the 
telephone without picking up the receiver. He 
was broadcasting boomerangs. 


He buried his head in the sand of self-con- 
ceit while the great typhoon was gathering to 


AUGUST 27, 1958 








strip him of ten out of twelve parts of his 
kingdom. 


It is a great thing to have the strength and 
fearlessness of youth, but every good and fine 
thing brings with it some special peril to avoid. 
At the same time, that peril has its antidote— 
and the serum in this case is Common Sense. 
Yes, a little headwork would have done won- 
ders for Rehoboam. It would not have saved 
the kingdom for that was doomed on account 
of Solomon; but it would have lifted a load of 
criminal responsibility off of the king’s shoul- 
ders and saved him many a night of turning. 


And, Teenagers, please note that this Com- 
mon Sense is spelled with a capital C, which 
stands for Consecrated Christian Common 
Sense, and that brings in your religion - your be- 
lief and trust in God Almighty - your depend- 
ence upon Him for a wise decision at every 
fork in the road. When William IV died there 
was a slip of a girl spending the night in the 
palace. They woke her up and told her that 
she was the Queen of England. It is said that 
she instantly dropped upon her knees and im- 
plored the Heavenly Father to sustain and 
guide her through all the untried paths which 
lay before her. And for sixty-four years Queen 
Victoria reigned over the British Empire in 
the strength of the Lord. England never made 
greater progress than that of her reign. The 
kingdom was greatly expanded and strength- 
ened. A prince of India, to whom she was 
giving audience one day asked her what was 
the secret of England’s great power, and for 
answer, she quietly picked up a book from a 
table nearby and said, “This.” It was the Holy 
Bible. 

Do you know, Teenagers, I like to call you 
kings and queens, because you each have a 
very real empire — yourself — to govern. Many 
a youth has been stripped of ten parts of that 
empire, health, influence, life opportunities, or 
some other priceless advantage — through hot- 
blooded indiscretion. Perhaps it was unwilling- 
ness to listen to the wise counsel of father or 
mother or elders who wanted to see them make 
good. 


Your empire awaits your wise reign. Stop, 
Look, Listen. 


Read I Kings 12:1-24. 
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The Stewardship of Life: 
A Study Outline 


“Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or what- 
soever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 
I Corinthians 10:31. 


“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service.” Romans 12:1. 


“For ye are bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God's.” I Corinthians 6:20. 


“I, with body and soul, both in life and 
death, am not my own, but belong unto my 
faithful Saviour Jesus Christ . .. ” Heidelberg 
Catechism. 


“My heart I give unto Thee, Lord, promptly 
and sincerely.’’ Calvin’s crest. 


“All things come of Thee, O Lord, 
And of Thine own have we given Thee.” 
Offering response. 


“Only one life, “Twill soon be past. 
Only what’s done for Christ will last.’ 
A Christian Motto. 


INTRODUCTION 


Our purpose in this study is to understand 
what stewardship is and what it requires of us 
as sincere Christians devoted to the service of 
the Lord. We do not live the Christian life 
apart from God or independent of his will for 
us. In our desire for a consecrated life, we 
cannot be satisfied without realizing the pur- 
pose for, and the implications of, our redemp- 
tion. This we believe to be the main thrust 
and challenge of the Christian doctrine of the 
Stewardship of Life. 


I. DEFINITIONS 


A.A steward in the New Testament (e.g., 
I Cor. 4:1,2; I Pet. 4:10) is a custodian and 
manager of the property and interests of his 
master. 


B. A Christian steward is one who acknowl- 
edges that God owns all that he is and all that 
he has; that he is responsible to God for mak- 
ing the most efficient and effective use of him- 
self and his possessions; and that he is obli- 


AUGUST 27, 1958 





gated to give an account to God of the use 
to which he has put himself and his property. 


C. The Stewardship of Life, as we use the 
phrase, means that responsibility of Christians 
to make good use of all their personalities, gifts, 
abilities, intellects, skills, talents, influence, 
time, opportunities, and material possessions 
that God himself really owns and which he has 
entrusted to our temporary care. 


D. A narrow view of stewardship seems to 
have been developed that would either limit 
the area of stewardship to material possessions 
alone, or maintain that we owe God only a 
portion of that which he has put into our 
keeping. While we believe the tithe is a Chris- 
tian principle and worthy to be used in deter- 
mining proportionate giving to advance the 
kingdom of Christ upon earth, we still believe 
that the Christian view of stewardship includes 
every area of the Christian’s personality and 
all aspects of his life. This is to say, that a 
Christian holds and administers for God his life 
and everything that he has as a sacred trust 
from God. In other words, he must say with 
the author of the Heidelberg Catechism, “T, 
with body and soul, both in life and death, am 
not my own, but belong unto my faithful 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” 


E. Cf. the Stewardship of Life with the basic 
principles of Calvinism. It is of interest to us 
that this Christian view of stewardship is not 
only the revealed will of God for our lives, it 
is also a basic fundamental principle of our 
Reformed Faith and the Calvinistic way of 
life. Calvinism has a clearly defined attitude 
to life. It organizes the whole of a man’s life 
under one dominant idea—the sovereignty of 
God. The Reformer Calvin and his followers 
are really responsible for the development of 
the well-known doctrine of stewardship, by mak- 
ing all of life subject to God’s will, and all of 
this with a view toward his glory. 


1. In the Institutes of the Christian Religion 
(III, vii, 1) Calvin says: 


“This is a very important consideration, 
that we are consecrated and dedicated to God; 
that we may not hereafter think, speak, medi- 
tate, or do any thing but with a view to 
his glory... . If we are not our own, but 
the Lord’s, it is manifest both what error 
we must avoid, and to what end all the ac- 
tions of our lives are to be directed. We 
are not our own; therefore neither our rea- 
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goh fior our will should predominate in 
our deliberations and actions. We are not 
our own; therefore let us not propose it 
as our end, to seek what may be expedient 
for us according to the flesh. We are not 
our own; therefore let us, as far as possible, 
forget ourselves and all things that are ours. 
On the contrary, we are God’s; to him, there- 
fore, let us live and die. We are God’s; 
therefore let his wisdom and will preside in 
all our actions. We are God’s; toward him, 
therefore, as our only legitimate end, let 
every part of our lives be directed. O, how 
great a proficiency has that man made, who, 
having been taught that he is not his own, 
has taken the sovereignty and government of 
himself from his own reason, to surrender 
it to God! . . . Let this, then, be the first 
step, to depart from ourselves, that we may 
apply all the vigour of our faculties to the 
service of the Lord.” 


2. H. Henry Meeter in The Basic Ideas of 
Calvinism, 1956 (p. 69) writes: 


“The Calvinist believes that when God 
saves man, He saves the whole man. The 
whole man must, therefore, be devoted to 
God’s cause. Not only when he is at church 
but when he is transacting business, or en- 
gaging in political or social activities of any 
sort. No sphere of his life may be excluded. 
Life as a whole must be God-directed: poli- 
tics, social and industrial relations, domestic 
relations, education, science and art must all 
be God-centered. No domain of life in 
which high morals are not essential! God 
must control the whole life. Not only indi- 
vidual but social ethics is stressed. 


“Thus religion attains its highest reach. 
God in the center of life, salvation alone 
from God, everything in life for God by 
power which God Himself supplies; there is 
no loftier ideal of religion conceivable.” 


II. THE GROUNDS OF OUR 
STEWARDSHIP 


A. Our Creation. Our responsibility to be 
stewards in all of life follows from two facts. 
The first is the fact of our creation. We are 
not our own. We did not bring ourselves into 
the world. We created nothing of the material 
or spiritual world that we use for our benefit 
and pleasure. God created all things, including 
us, for his own glory; and we owe our Maker 
the acknowledgement of his creation and the 
development of all that we have, according to 
his good pleasure. All men know, as much 
as they would deny it, that they are ultimately 
responsible to a divine being, and that some- 
how and somewhere they shall have to give an 
account of their lives and their activities. This 
is the implication of the Lord’s parable of the 
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talents (Matt. 25:14-30) and passages in Scrip- 
ture that warn of the last judgment. 


B. Our Redemption. Actually, however, the 
second fact, that of our redemption, is really 
more important to the Christian in determining 
and delineating his stewardship. We who were 
lost in sin with all that belongs to the old 
life, have been redeemed by our Saviour, whom 
we accept as our Lord. Taken out of the king- 
dom of darkness, we have been translated into 
the kingdom of God’s dear Son (Col. 1:13). 
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature: old things are passed away; be- 
hold, all things are become new. And all things 
are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself 
by Jesus Christ” (I Cor. 5:17,18). 


1. The Christian then is a person who has 
been given life anew by his Saviour. This life 
he owes to his Master. 


2. The Christian does not live unto himself, 


but all his activities and desires must be dedi- 
cated to his Lord. 


3. The Word of God is the only rule to direct 


us how we may glorify God and enjoy him for- 
ever. 


4. At his return at his judgment seat, Christ 
will require an account of every Christian’s life 
and activities (II Cor. 5:10). 


Ill. AREAS OF CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 


A. The Christian owes God the proper use of 
his whole being: 

1. The development of a Christian personality. 

2. The use of God-given talents. 

3.A deliberate employment of his time and 
his money out of love for God and for his 
neighbor. 

4.A consideration of the influence for good 
of his Christian witness. 

5.A full application of his gifts, skills, and 
intellectual powers. 


B. The Christian is responsible before God to be 
a steward in every area of his life: 

1. Faith life—to become a mature Christian 

believer. 

2. Church and worship—to be a model Chris- 
tian and member of the Body of Christ. 

3. Intellectual pursuits — to submit one’s 
thoughts and doubts to the Revelation of 
God, in faith to see light in his Light. 

4. Social activities — to carry out the will of 
God in every sphere and area of which 
he is a member. 

5. Vocations—to do one’s work, whatever it 
may be provided it is comformable 
unto His will, to the glory of God. 

6. Recreations—to seek his pleasure and rest 
in those activities not forbidden by the 
Word of God and a Christian conscience. 
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iv. IMPLICATIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN 
DOCTRINE OF STEWARDSHIP 
FOR OUR LIFE. 


A. A proper understanding of Christian 
stewardship gives us a sense of responsibility. 
We need to keep in mind the fact of our re- 
sponsibility before God and the certainty of a 
day of accountability. 


B. Stewardship gives us a sense of purpose 
for life and keeps us from all minor, subordinate 
pursuits that would carry us away from our main 
goal in life — the kingdom of God and His 
glory. We are not carried away by inordinate 
desire for pleasures of mind or body, but keep 
first the pleasure of God. 


C. An appreciation of Christian stewardship 
would help us to see our chosen work as true 
vocations from God. We would not make a 
false antithesis between the sacred and the secu- 
lar, but would be able to do our ordinary tasks 
as unto the Lord and to his glory. 


D. Christian stewardship is able to provide 
the necessary dynamic for our service of God. 
Acknowledging that all we have and are and 
hope to be we owe to God, we would, out of 
gratitude, be willing to be even more diligent 
in his work and service. 


B. Stewardship provides us with an incentive 
to capture, subject, and transform every area 
of life for our sovereign God. We cannot rest 
until the world owns the same Lord who now 
possesses and uses us. It is not enough that the 
world should not prevail against us; we should 
be active in teaching, and evangelizing, and 
winning every sphere of human life for Christ. 


CONCLUSION 


This we understand in brief to be the basic 
principles involved in a Christian view of the 
Stewardship of Life. To acknowledge, and real- 
ize, and put into practice stewardship is noth- 
ing other than consecrated Christian living. 
Nothing less can be acceptable in those who 
are true to their Christian calling. We believe 
a Christian is a devoted disciple of Christ just 
in that proportion as he carries out faithfully 
the office of a steward. Stewardship is the mo- 
tivation, subconscious or realized, behind every 
strong, courageous , and fruitful Christian. 


—Prepared by the Rev. Albert H. Freundt, Jr., 
Pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Forest, 
Miss., and presented to The Women of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Jackson, Miss., 
June 16, 1958. 
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Whose Day Is It? 


Sunday does not belong to business. It does 
not belong to the commercial recreational in- 
terests. It does not belong to the government. 
It belongs to the Lord. The New Testament 
speaks of it as “the Lord’s day. God meant 
it to be a day set apart, a day to be kept holy, 
a day for rest from labor and for the worship 
of His holy Name. This Lord’s Day is a dis- 
tinctive part of our Christian heritage. It is 
recognized in almost all the states of the Union, 
and the provinces in Canada, as a day that is 
different from the other days of the week. It is 
a day given to the churches to carry on their 
program of worship and education and evan- 
gelism. 


The Church of Christ seems slowly, and some- 
times not so slowly, to be losing the day for 
Him. Strong and sinister pressures are being 
exerted to break down the sanctity and dis- 
tinctiveness of the day. The worldly lust for 
pleasure, and for gold, and the pride of life 
that will not bow the knee to Christ the Lord, 
are transforming the Lord’s Day into a “holiday 
with business as usual.” Many church mem- 
bers of little faith and weak convictions find 
themselves swept along by the god of this world 
to disregard the Day, and thus deny the Lord. 
For them also, sad to say, more money and 
more pleasure seem of greater importance than 
the worship and service of the living God. 


Certain church leaders, sometime ago, pro- 
posed that churches shift their weekly worship 
service to Thursday evening, with a short Com- 
munion service on Monday morning, because 
so many Americans spend the week ends in 
resort areas. Such leaders are not calling the 
Church of Christ to advance, but to retreat, and 
ultimately to defeat. A faith that is too weak 
to hold Sunday for the Lord, will be too weak 
to hold Thursday evening also. Voltaire once 
said that as long as the Sabbath remains the 
Christian religion could not be destroyed. Those 
who would discard or disregard the Lord’s Day 
are aiding and abetting those who would de- 
stroy the Christian faith. 


For the Church to curtail its own program 
and disregard the sanctity of the Lord’s Day 
which guards it, is both stupid and sinful. What 
folly to vacate the Lord’s Day so that business 
and pleasure and worldliness may take over. 
What right does a church have to close for 
the summer, to curtail its program to a mini- 
mum “union service,” or to reduce its Sunday, 
or weekday, program because God has given 
us a beautiful summertime? Yet which of our 
churches has not “adjusted” its program in the 
direction of retreat rather than of advance? This 
is the direction of ecclesiastical suicide, the pre- 
lude to spiritual decline. Fortunately, many 
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American churches which once closed during 
the summer months now hold services all 
through the year. They realize that if worship 
is important, it is important every week. 


As a matter of fact, many churches are be- 
ginning to make better use of the summer 
months for the Lord. Some are adding to their 
regular Sunday services special “drive-in” and 
out-of-door services. The unused summer time 
of children is claimed for Christ through vaca- 
tion Bible schools. Thousands of young people, 
and adults also, will be enrolled in Bible study 
camps this summer. Much more could be done 
in this direction, where there is the will to do 
it on the part of the leadership and people in 
the churches. 


Christians, and Christian churches must them- 
selves claim the Lord’s Day, and the whole 
Lord’s Day, for the Lord. We must claim it for 
the Lord, both as a matter of principle, and 
in our practice. We may not buy our groceries 
on Sunday, but the Sunday newspaper and the 
Sunday night television shows can wean us from 
His presence, and rob us of His blessing on 
His day. We may dutifully and faithfully at- 
tend the morning service, but what is done with 


the rest of the day? Do we use that for the 


glory of the Lord and the advancement of His 
kingdom? Let the Church declare that the 
whole day is the Lord’s, and provide a program 
that expects the Lord’s people to participate 
in it. Our total observance of the Lord’s Day 
can well demonstrate whether the Lord God is 
our God, or whether we are worshiping at the 
altars of other gods. It may well determine 


whether we will have a Lord’s Day to leave to 
our children. 


Yes, there are other things in life besides 
worship, Bible study, Christian fellowship, and 
evangelism, in which we may be engaged. But 
first things must come first and on the Lord's 
Day the Lord’s things have priority. “Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and His righteous- 
ness,” said Jesus, “and all these things shall be 
added unto you.” If we really love the Lord 
our God “with all our heart and soul and mind 
and strength” the worship of God, and the 
study of His Word, will not be crowded in here 
or there, in our spare moments and extra time, 
on the way to the picnic grounds or the haunts 
of pleasure. If we are really His, we will give 
Him always the first place, and the best place, 
in our lives. If we are really His, the Lord’s 
Day will be the Lord’s Day! 

—The Church Herald 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 


Rev. Perry H. Biddle, Jr., from Sumter, S. C. to 
New College, University of Edinburgh, Scotland. 





JAPAN 


Tokyo — (PN) — Dr. Marshall Dendy, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Presbyterian U.S. Board of 
Christian Education in Richmond, Va., was one 
of the four main speakers for the World Institute 
preceding the 14th World Convention on Christian 
Education held in Tokyo the first week in August. 


Dr. Dendy spoke on the topic “Christian Edu- 
cation in the Light of New Interest in the Bible,” 
at the Christian Education Institute held at Kobe. 


The convention was held in Japan in connec- 
tion with celebrations marking the centenary of 
Protestant teaching and preaching in this country. 


Some 15,000 persons crowded into the Tokyo 
Sports Arena for a huge rally which opened the 
eight-day convention. Officiating at the rally was 
Methodist Bishop Shot K. Mondol of Hyderabad, 
India, new president of the World Council of 
Christian Education and Sunday School Associa- 
tion, which sponsored the meeting. 


Dr. Michio Kozaki of Tokyo, chairman of the 
National Christian Council of Japan, read a mes- 
sage of greeting to the delegates from Japanese 
Premier Nobusuke Kishi. Dr, Kozaki served as 
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chairman of the convention’s preparation com- 
mittee. 


The 3,200 delegates from more than 60 nations 
heard Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa, the featured speaker 
for the rally night, make a plea that nations be 
given a chance to “be born again.” Another high- 
light of the rally was a procession of representa- 
tives from foreign nations who marched to the 
speakers’ platform wearing the dress of their own 
respective countries. An international choir of 
800 voices closed the rally with special music. 


Some 275 of the delegates attended the World 
Institute at Kobe where Dr. Dendy spoke. Dr. 
Kozaki directed the institute and Dr. Paul Vieth 


of Yale Divinity School in New Haven, Conn., 
served as dean. 


Panel discussions were held on such topics as 
the Christian education of children and youths, 
Christian education in the home, leadership train- 
ing, resources of theological schools for preparing 


future ministers, and evangelism through Chris- 
tian education. 


The three other speakers for the institute who 
shared the platform with Dr. Dendy were: the 
Rev. Christian G. Baeta of University College, 
Achimota, Ghana, who spoke on: “Christianity 
Facing a World of Rapid and Bewildering Social 
Change”’; Dr. Enrique C. Sobrepena of the Philip- 
pines, whose topic was “Christian Religious Educa- 
tion to Enable an Individual to Live as a Christian 
Person in His Community”; and Methodist Bishop 
Sante U. Barbieri of Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
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spoke on “Christian Education and the New In- 
terest in Theology.” 


In connection with the institute the visiting 
clergymen served as guest preachers at 108 Chris- 
tian churches in Osaka, Kobe, Kyoto and Nishi- 
nomiya. 





BRAZIL 


Campinas — (PN) — A “giant step” toward 
the goal of evangelizing the country of Brazil 
has just been taken by the CAVE, Evangelical 
Audio Visual Center. 


On the 31st of August church officials and 
laymen from nine different denominations will 
meet in Campinas, State of Sao Paulo, to inaugu- 
rate the new quarter of a million dollar building 
dedicated to capturing the hearts of the millions 
of Brazilians who daily listen to radio, watch 
TV or come into a church attracted by a religious 
film. 


The organization which started with a basement 
darkroom and an amateur type tape recorder in 
1952 has in just 6 years grown into a full scale 
audio visual center with more than $20,000.00 
worth of audio visual equipment. 


According to Harold Gallina, technical consul- 
tant and equipment design engineer for 
RAVEMCCO who is helping to install the A-V 
equipment in the new building, the completed 
set-up will be unique in its field. 


Mr. Gallina has designed a special inter-locking 
system to link both film and radio recording opera- 
tions. Film recording will utilize hi-fidelity Ampex 
recorders with synchronous heads, a _ simplified 
magnostriping system, and conventional optical 
sound track film recorders. 


The CAVE is supported by 21 different Protes- 
tant groups one of which is the Presbyterian 
Church U. S. Working with the CAVE as record- 
ing engineer is the Rev. Curtis Goodson of the 
East Brazil Mission and in the executive capacity 
is Mr. John Gilles of the North Brazil Mission. 


The CAVE’s services to the church include the 
production and marketing of filmstrips and rec- 
ords, orientation, creation, and recording of all 
types of programs for radio, technical help in 
the construction of temples, orientation in the 
publication of bulletins and other printed materials 
as well as audio visual seminars and courses to 
train church leaders in the use of A-V materials 
and equipment. 


A permanent staff of 11 people, three mission- 
aries and eight trained national workers keeps the 
organization in operation. Several volunteers from 
various churches have been trained to form the 
drama group, while church music directors, and 
pastors give willingly of their time in the prep- 
aration of radio programs. 


Official speaker at the inauguration will be the 
Rev. Rodolfo Anders, General Secretary of the 
Brazilian Protestant Confederation of Churches. 
Presiding will be the Rev. Charles W. Clay, mis- 
sionary head of the Methodist National Board of 
Christian Education and president of the CAVE. 


The CAVE recording artists and drama group 
will participate in the program as well as the Cam- 
pinas Presbyterian Seminary choir. Visitors will 
tour the building and see the various departments 
in operation. 


On Saturday night preceding the inauguration 
of a Brazilian style Bar-BQ will be given in honor 
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of Dutch farmer, Jaques Sutilh, who gave the 
land for the new building. The 30 families living 
on his ranch will participate in the fiesta and get 
acquainted with the CAVE by means of meeting 
its personnel, seeing films, and witnessing the 
performance of several of the CAVE’s recording 
artists. 





GEORGIA 


Emory University — (PN) — The Rev. J. Hern- 
don has been assigned as minister to Presbyterian 
students at Emory University by the Atlanta Pres- 
bytery and the Synod of Georgia, Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. The thirty-three year old pastor will 
be the first full-time denominational worker on 
the campus of the Methodist founded institution. 


Herndon is a former minister to students at 
Stetson University, Deland, Florida, where he has 
been taking work toward a Master of Arts degree. 
He is former pastor of Gulfport Presbyterian 
Church, St. Petersburg, and has served churches 
in Miami and Bartow, Florida. The new religious 
worker holds a Bachelor of Divinity degree from 
Princeton Theological Seminary, and an A. B. 
degree from the University of Florida. He is a 
native of Sanford, Florida. The minister served 
with the 88th Infantry Division from 1946 to 
1949, including combat duty in Italy. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Herndon and their two chil- 
dren, James Emmett and Joy Lynn, will make 
their home at 2441 N. Decatur Road. 





MISSISSIPPI 


Jackson — A new major in Christian Education 
will be available to students at Belhaven College 
starting this fall, and degrees from this depart- 
ment will prepare the students for full time church 
work as directors of Christian education. 


The new major is offered in cooperation with 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S. The new depart- 
ment is under the division of revealed religion and 
philosophy, and the courses will be taught by Rev. 
Norman Harper, chairman, and Dean Leonard T. 
Van Horn. 


Candidates for a Christian education major will 
be offered the following courses: “A Survey of 
Christian Education,” “Church History,” “Chris- 
tian Missions,’ “Church Administration,” and a 
seminar course. Other required courses include 
six semesters of Bible and one of education. Two 
courses in psychology, business training and rec- 
reational leadership are recommended. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Maxton—Presbyterian Junior College announces 
the appointment of Mr. DeWitt A. Tucker of 
Roanoke, Virginia, as head of Department of Sci- 
ences, teaching Chemistry and Biology. Mr. 
Tucker is a native of Council Bluffs, Iowa. Dur- 
ing World War I he served in the U. S. Air Force. 
He has his B.S. degree from Iowa State College, 
and Master’s degree from Virginia Polytechnic In- 
stitute. Further graduate study was done at the 
University of California. Mr. Tucker has taught 
at Virginia Polytechnic Institute. He has served 
as State Supervisor of the Maryland Farm Labor 
Program, and as Agricultural Employment Adviser, 
U. S. Department of Labor for the states of 
North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, and West Vir- 
ginia. He is a member of Alpha Zeta, honorary 
agricultural fraternity and Epsilon Sigma Phi, 
honorary extension fraternity. Mr. DeWitt is a 
member of Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church 
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in Roanoke, and is actively connected with various 
branches of the Masonic Order. Mr. and Mrs. 
Tucker will arrive in Maxton in time for the 
opening of the fall term, September 6. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton — Presbyterian College completed its 
new $250,000 student center this week, and it 
will be ready for students starting the fall semester 
on September 8. 


President Marshall W. Brown said special cere- 
monies over the building will await PC’s 1958 
Homecoming activities on October 18 when hun- 
dreds of returning alumni can take part. 


A two-pronged salute is planned for that time. 
The structure will be officially named the Doug- 
las House in honor of Dr. D. M. Douglas, one 
of the institution’s foremost presidents. And it 
also will be dedicated as a memorial to Presby- 
terian College alumni who lost their lives in World 
War II and the Korean War. 


The new student center is a two-story structure 
of colonial Georgian design, with portico and four 
large limestone columns, in keeping with the 
architectural theme of the campus. It stands 
next to Bailey Hall dormitory, completed three 
years ago, and directly across from Spencer dormi- 
tory. 


President Brown pointed out the building was 
one of the prime objectives of PC’s recent $1,000,- 
000 development program. 





TEXAS 


Dr. Cecil H. Lang, formerly Executive Secretary 
of the Presbyteries of Dallas and of Northeast 
Texas, has accepted the call of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Tyler, to assist the pastor, Dr. 
J. Sherrard Rice, in the various ministries of First 
Church. He will give particular emphasis to evan- 
gelism, assimilation, and adult training, particu- 
larly men’s work. 


Dr. Lang relinquished his Presbytery duties on 
July 1 and has, with Mrs. Lang, been vacationing 
in Boulder, Colorado. He will begin his work in 
Tyler on September 1. 





Dallas — (PN) — Dr. Emlyn Jones, pastor of 
St. Columba’s Presbyterian Church, Parkview, 
Johannesburg, South Africa, was guest speaker at 
the Highland Park Presbyterian Church in Dallas 
recently. 


Dr. Jones, who is on his first trip to the United 
States, is a native of Wales and a graduate with 
honors in philosophy from the University of 
Wales, and an alumnus of the Presbyterian Theo- 
logical College at Aberuptwyth and Bala (Wales). 


On his tour of the United States Dr. Jones will 
have other preaching engagements in well known 
Presbyterian Churches in this country, including: 
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York 
City, First Presbyterian Church in Evanston, IIL, 
Imanuel Presbyterian Church in Los Angeles; First 
Presbyterian Church in Houston; St. Charles Ave- 
nue Presbyterian Church, New Orleans; and will 
speak at churches of other denominations includ- 
ing the First Methodist Church in Dallas. 


Dr. Jones went to South Africa in 1950 to a 


small suburban church of 350 members. It is now 
the largest Presbyterian Church in Johannesburg. 
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While in Dallas for his visit to Highland Park 
Church on August 10, Dr. Jones also spoke at 
the Park Cities Club, the Downtown Rotary Club, 
and the Perkins School of Theology of the South: 
ern Methodist University. 





VIRGINIA 


Richmond — The new post of Secretar 7 of the 
Division of Christian Action will be filled by Dr. 
Malcolm P. Calhoun of Atlanta, Georgia, who joins 
the staff of the Board of Christian Education 
September 1. 


Dr. Calhoun has been secretary of Christian 
Relations for the Board of Church Extension since 
1952. He is a graduate of Davidson College and 
Union Theological Seminary in Virginia, and has 
held pastorates in West Virginia, North Carolina, 
and South Carolina. 
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WORK OF DISTINGUISHED SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN RE-PUBLISHED 








The Banner of Truth Trust of London has 
just re-published in its Geneva Series Commen- 
tary the BOOK OF ZECHARIAH by Dr. 
Thomas V. Moore. After serving pastorates in 
Carlisle and Greencastle, Pennsylvania, Dr. 
Moore came to Richmond and thereafter served 
in Nashville. He was Moderator of our Gen- 
eral Assembly in 1867. The volume follows 
the scholarly lines of Dr. Moore’s Princeton pre- 
ceptor, Professor J. A. Alexander’s work on 
Isaiah. On the one hundredth anniversary of 
the publishing of this work, it is a pleasure 
to welcome this British re-publication. The 
work covers some 250 pages and sells for $3.25. 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 
has a few copies of this classical work on hand 
and will be delighted to order more as the 
demand indicates. 

—W.C.R. 





HOW TO GET AND KEEP A HUSBAND. Kate 
Constance. Dorrance & Co. $3.50. 


Mrs. Constance gives us in this striking volume 
a Christian business woman’s answer to one of the 
most perplexing problems of our time. It is ad- 
dressed to every American woman who wants a 
happy marriage. 


Scrutinizing the major parts of the single 
woman’s problem, Mrs. Constance finds these un- 
satisfied desires: motherhood, sexual completeness 
and emotional release, cooperative companionship, 
belonging and acceptance within a social orbit of 
some kind, more financial independence, a feeling 
of being needed and wanted, and stability of life 
pattern. She concedes that marriage in itself does 
not in some magical way fulfill these desires but 
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recognizes that the compatible marriage is that 
which effectuates these urges. 


Mrs. Constance has a note of warning for the 
single woman. “Far better to live in the barren 
cold of their loneness than to suffer the hot hell 
of being mismated.” 


Recognition is given to the fact that the woman 
must do her part toward making a marriage what 
God has intended it to be. After raising the ques- 
tion, “Is she giving anything worthwhile to justify 
her acceptance?”, she then remarks, “If she wants 
popularity she must deserve it. If she wants re- 
spect and esteem, she must earn it. If she yearns 
for enduring love, she must win it.” Again she 
observes, “The woman who wants married happi- 
ness must have the capacity to receive it. Many 
women, overtaken by this great bounty, don’t know 
what to do with it and therefore are in constant 
danger of losing it. “A woman who is unwilling 
to give more than a poor second or too lazy to 
cultivate the qualities that attract and retain hap- 
piness should not be so presumptuous as to ask life 
to give her the best—compatible marriage.” 


The formula Mrs. Constance offers to the single 
woman is that she should strive for the following: 
1. A capacity to receive happiness; 2. Balanced 
by ability to give happiness; 3. Sparked by will- 
ingness to give happiness. 


Mrs. Constance has been remarkably successful 
in the business world and in this fascinating volume 
she shows women how to be successful in the 
vocation of holy matrimony. 

—J.R.R. 





PORTRAIT OF CALVIN. T. H. L. Parker. 
Westminster Press. $2.00. 


I have portraits of my two grandfathers; one 
hangs above the clock in the living room, the other 
rests on the chiffonier in my bedroom. Of course 
I look at them frequently and with due filial 
retrospect, for they are prominently displayed 
where I spend many hours of the 24. But it is a 
mere glance, as a rule. I do not stop to meditate 
upon the many worthwhile things I can remember 
about them; there are too many other matters 
to engage attention—always work to do, news- 
papers to read, radio to listen to, and a thousand 
other items more or less trivial. 


And now comes to my attention a Book. Its 
title is “Portrait of Calvin,” written by T. H. L. 
Parker, an eminent English theologian, formerly 
Curate of Cobham, later the Vicar of Brothertoft, 
in Lincolnshire. I have always regarded myself 
as a Calvinist, as far as I know what Calvinism 
is — not too clearly, but largely because of my 
respect for and confidence in some of our great 
Presbyterians, both past and present, whose ap- 
proval of Calvin’s theology was and is unstinted. 
However, reading this remarkable and most inter- 
esting little book (only 124 pages) has let me 
into the thinking and convictions of the giant 
mind of a great theologian in such a way as to 
greatly refresh and strengthen my own faith in 
God’s Word. One surprise is the simplicity of 
Calvin’s approach to and acceptance of the Scrip- 
tures. The very mention of Calvin has always 
suggested profundity to me, but a little child can 
understand much of what he had to say about 
“the Word.” Let me give you an extract from 
Dr. Parker’s chapter on “The Theologian,” for 
instance: 


“There are certain images that constantly recur 
throughout his writings, and they show us clearly 
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the way his mind was working. One we are al- 
ways meeting is “the Labyrinth,” and another is 
“the Schoolmaster.” If we examine them they will 
throw a great deal of light upon his theology. It 
does not matter what labyrinth Calvin had in 
mind — probably the Greek legend of Theseus, 
who penetrated the labyrinth at Cnossus, slew the 
Minotaur, and found his way out again by means 
of the thread which Ariadne had given him. But 
whether it was that or whether it was the laby- 
rinth in Egypt, one of the seven wonders of the 
world, or whether he was thinking of some other 
maze, his meaning is perfectly clear. Man is lost 
in a maze, of which he does not possess the plan, 
and however much he may attempt to find his 
way out, he always fails. He can never know 
God by himself, for his sin has led him into 
ignorance and a wrong-mindedness which prevents 
him from thinking his way through to the true 
idea of God. His mind is a veritable maze, with 
passages leading off to the worship of this or 
that idol. He has to worship some god, and he 
will invent a god, or perhaps many gods, to wor- 
ship: ‘Men’s conceptions of God are formed, not 
according to the representations He gives of Him- 
self, but by the inventions of their own pre- 
sumptuous imaginations . .. They worship not God, 
but a figment of their own brains in His stead.’ 
For all of his capabilities, man is a puzzled, grop- 
ing creature, surrounded by that which is mysteri- 
ous to him. He not only does not understand 
about God, but nor does he understand the world 
in which he lives; he does not even understand 
himself — whence he has come, why he lives, or 
whither he goes. If help does not come to him 
from without he will never know God or find His 
kingdom. 


“But God, in His loving concern for man, 
reaches right to him where he is wandering im- 
prisoned in the labyrinth, and gives him the guid- 
ance of the Holy Scriptures, which are like a 
thread, leading him through this maze of ignor- 
ance to the knowledge of God. The light of the 
Divine countenance, which the Apostle himself says 
‘no man can approach unto’ is like an inexplicable 
labyrinth to us, unless we are directed by the 
thread of the Word. 


“The basis of Calvin’s theology, therefore, is 
the belief that through the Bible alone can God 
be known in His wholeness as the Creator, Re- 
deemer and Lord of the world. He is not so dis- 
cernible in any other place — in the creation, 
or in man’s conscience, or in the course of history 
and experience. And since, if we are to know 
of God, we must go to the place where He is to 
be found, it is to the Scriptures we must go, and 
there we shall find Him as He is. If a man 
asks us to meet him in Piccadilly Circus, it is 
there (if he will and can oe | his word) that 
we shall find him, and not in Trafalgar Square. 
The Scriptures are not man’s guesses about the 
mystery of God, nor are they the conclusions that 
men have drawn from certain data at their dis- 
posal. On the contrary, they are the unveiling 
of the mystery of God by God Himself; God’s 
gracious revelation of Himself to ignorant and sin- 
ful men. Far from being a stage, even the last 
stage, on man’s quest for the well at the world’s 
end, the Bible is the place where God comes from 
above and beyond the world to show Himself to 
His people. 


“There is nothing Calvin dislikes more than 
speculation. Speculation is man’s by-passing the 
Scriptures so as to arrive at some idea of his 
own about God; and it is also a going beyond 
Scripture, so as to inquire into mysteries on 
which the Bible is silent. How often in his ser- 
mons he exhorts the congregation to beware of 
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man’s own ideas, and to hold fast to the Scrip- 
tures ‘When we enter into the pulpit it is not 
so that we may introduce our own ideas and 
dreams.’ And in the Institutes we find a sustained 
attack against speculation, in whatever guise it 
may show itself. ‘The very unhappy results of 
this temerity should warn us to study this ques- 
tion with more docility than subtlety, and not 
allow ourselves to investigate God anywhere but 
in His sacred Word, or to form any ideas of Him 
but such as are agreeable to His Word, or to 
speak anything concerning Him but what is de- 
rived from the same Word.’ This is Calvin’s the- 
ological program — to build on the Scriptures 
alone.” 


In this our latter half of the 20th century when 
so many “home-spun” and “up-to-date” theories 
concerning God’s Word are being broadcast by 
self-appointed exegetes, occupying high positions 
in church leadership, yet spreading the dust of 
speculation to the confusion of so many, it is 
both refreshing and reassuring to go back some 
400 years and find a great mind and believing 
heart that takes God at His Word. Portrait of 
Calvin, by T. H. L. Parker, in this respect is a 
benison to any lover of God’s Truth simply stated. 


—WwW.C.S. 





THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS IN THE LIVING 
CHURCH. Carl G. Howie. John Knox Press. $2.50. 


This volume provides a non-technical study and 
a sane evaluation of the significance of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls for the history of the early Christian 
church. The book begins by sketching in the his- 
torical background of the Qumran community 
whose members produced the scrolls almost 2000 
years ago. 


Dr. Howie carefully examines all available evi- 
dence and discusses the possible Essene influence 
on John the Baptist as well as the similarity of 
the Christian sacraments and certain rites practiced 
by the Essenes. He spends some time comparing 
the organization and nature of the Essene and 
Christian communities and their theology. In his 
treatment of the Essene Messianic expectation he 
contrasts this idea with the Qumran Teacher of 
Righteousness with Christ and His ministry. Al- 
though he states that there may be certain super- 
ficial similarities in forms of worship and termi- 
nology between the two, he concludes that the 
two movements are about as different as they 
could have been, given the fact that they both 
came out of the common cultural and historical 
background. 


This is a readable volume for those who want 
to know more about the various phases of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls and information regarding this 
religious community. 


—J.R.R. 





JONATHAN EDWARDS’ SERMON OUTLINES. 
Sheldon B. Quincer. Eerdman’s. $2.50. 


Dr. Quincer is professor of historical theology 
and Greek at the Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He has given in this 
volume 35 model sermon outlines selected from 
the best of Jonathan Edwards homiletical pro- 
ductions. Expertly outlined by Dr. Quincer for 
today’s needs, these representative sermons clear- 
ly reveal the passion, spiritual insight and intel- 
lectual power for which this peerless preacher 
proclaimed the Christian gospel. The Scripture 
texts are drawn from both the Old and New 
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Testaments. Edwards was always conscious of 
the needs of his congregation and carefully 
planned his sermons by outline and analysis and 
then selected suitable words for their delivery, 
It has been said, “It was in his sermons that Fd- 
wards’ studies bore their richest fruit.’ In these 
outlines we find evidence of this fact. 





JONATHAN EDWARDS ON EVANGELISM. 
Carl J. C. Wolf. Eerdman’s Publishing Co. $2.00. 


Retaining Edwards’ own vocabulary, Dr. Wolf 
has edited and presented in lucid brevity the es- 
sence of Edwards’ experiences, keen observations 
and brilliant analyses of evangelism and revival- 
ism — the place of emotions, the value of child 
evangelism, the nature of sudden conversion, and 
the practical examples of case histories. From 
these writings the church today can learn much 
concerning her evangelical witness to the world. 
The volume is of special value at this time when 
men are rediscovering the preacher and theologian 
who figures so prominently in America’s intel- 
lectual and religious history. 





PERSUADED TO LIVE (Conversion Stories 
from The Billy Graham Crusades.) Robert O. Ferm. 
Fleming H. Revell Company. $2.50. 


This is not a story about Billy Graham. It is a 
thrilling account of the work of the Holy Spirit 
in the hearts and lives of men and women who 
made decisions for Christ in some of Mr. Graham’s 
campaigns. 


In a very compelling way one senses the pres- 
ence and power of the Holy Spirit in these pages. 
Probably most impressive of all is evidence of 
how He works in lives with such diverse back- 
grounds and problems. 


These stories, reminiscent of Begbie’s “Twice 
Born Men,” strengthen our faith and encourage 
us to continue to pray for revival in our times. 
Particularly is one impressed with the effective- 
ness of well publicized mass evangelism in reach- 
ing men and women who would not be reached by 
the usual methods of the Church. 


Dr. Ferm’s book is an effective answer to those 
who question the fact of instant conversion. It 
is also a documented demonstration of the fact 
that it is the Holy Spirit who honors God’s Word 
and Spirit filled messengers by using them to the 
eternal salvation of many. 


The book carries an introduction by Dr. Frank 
E. Gaebelein, Headmaster of Stony Brook School, 
and a sermon by Billy Graham, “The Offense of 
the Cross.” preached during the New York Cam- 
paign. 





MRS. KNIGHT’S STORIES FOR CHILDREN. 
Alice M. Knight. Eerdman’s. $3.95. 


Mrs. Knight has carefully selected these stories 
for children and has written them in language 
which the school child can read. Some of the 
stories are from Mrs. Knight’s own life and ex- 
perience, others from the lives and experiences 
of friends. Some are based upon facts gathered 
from books of history, from missionary talks, from 
sermons and conversations with teachers, parents 
and children. All of them will give children an 
understanding of such important matters as kind- 
ness, consecration, obedience, prayer, giving and 
witnessing. 
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